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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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portion of total GCC-EU trade imports from EU

£12.3 billion
65 %
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Ⓒ Nikola Zukalová, Euro-Gulf Information Centre (2022) | www.egic.info
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(Source: United Nations, World Bank)

The seventh emirate, Ras Al Khaimah,
joined the federation

Independence from the United Kingdom, 
formation of the United Arab Emirates 

2 December 1971: National Day

10 February 1972

Permanent Constitution adopted 

May 1996

$370.9 bn 3%
Real GDP 
growth

Each of the seven emirates have also
their own budgets, for example:

GDP (constant 2015
US$, World Bank)

(Ministry of Finance)

5.6% of GDP
(2020 est., CIA)

(World Bank 2020)

2006
First elections

83,600 km ²
Land area

Abu Dhabi
Capital

President of the UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi since May 2022

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

UAE's Vice President and Prime Minister, Ruler of Dubai
since 2006, Minister of Defence since 1971

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

20 indirectly elected

20 appointed by rulers 
of each emirate

40 members

     Abu Dhabi      Ras Al Khaimah     Ajman       Umm 
                                                                                      Al Quwain

Dubai                 Sharjah     Fujairah

7 members

the highest authority
elects President, Vice-President and Council of Ministers

of federal
budget
(2022)

GDP per capita, PPP
(const. 2017 int. $)

GDP per capita, PPP
(const. 2017 int. $, IMF)

6,376,718
total labour force

total unemployment
3.2%

EXPENDITURE
(2022-2026)

EXPENDITURE
(2022)

$79 bn $16 bn
(AED 290 bn) (AED 58.9 bn)

Dubai: AED 60 bn ($16.3 bn)
Sharjah: AED 34.4 bn ($9.4bn) 
Ajman: AED 2.4 bn ($658 million) 
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TOP 5 TRADING PARTNERS*TOP 5 TRADING PARTNERS*

* merchandise trade (World Trade Organisation, 
European Commission, 2021) 

TOTAL EXPORTS (US$)

$306.4 bn | $61.3 bn
GOODS              SERVICES

TOTAL IMPORTS (US$)

$226.3 bn | $58.2 bn
GOODS             SERVICES

total trade (2021) 

51€34.7 billion
total value (EUR)

EU's trading
partner (rank)

EXP: Italy
IMP: Germany

TOP EU PARTNERS:

(EU Commission, 2021)

st

imports from UK

25
UK's trading
partner (rank)

th

(UK Department for 
International Trade, 2022)

(rulers of the individual 
emirates)

Federation of Emirates
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