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DYNAMICS

2019, and the April-July 
period in particular, may 
be characterised by a dan-
gerous escalation of ten-
sions in the Arab Gulf. 
If uncontrolled such es-
calation could lead to an 
unprecedented military 
confrontation between 

the US and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. To 
contextualise, on 8 May 
2018, US President, Don-
ald Trump, announced 
Washington’s withdraw-
al from the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA) a.k.a. the 

Iran nuclear deal. De-
spite EU efforts to save 
the deal, in April 2019 
Iran’s President, Hassan 
Rouhani, announced 
that Tehran was ready 
to end limitations on 
its nuclear programme. 
Key Events - Arguably, 

Escalation in the Gulf

Gas Leak 
The Story of Turkey’s Theft of Cyprus’ Gas

On 8 July 2019, the Turk-
ish drilling ship, Yavuz, 
dropped anchor off the 
east coast of Cyprus’ 
Karpasia Peninsula—in 
search of natural resourc-
es. This despite the fact 
that the area falls within 
the Republic of Cyprus’ 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ), guaranteed by the 

1982 United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS) as an area 
of state’s sovereignty over 
the use and exploration 
of natural resources be-
low the sea level [1]. Ya-
vuz is the second drilling 
ship dispatched by An-
kara to Cyprus’ EEZ over 
the past two months. The 

first, Fatih, has been work-
ing off the west coast of 
the EU island state since 
May, prompting Nicosia 
to issue arrest warrants 
on the crew for breach-
ing its sovereign territory. 
Legally, the Republic of 
Cyprus retains full sov-
ereignty over the entire 
island and its territorial 

a Brief history 
of  

marine Disputes 
Between the uK 

anD iran

Tensions between the 
United Kingdom and 
Iran have, again, been 
mounting over the past 
week. However, the two 
countries have a his-
tory of maritime ten-
sions in the Arab Gulf. 
Here are a few of the more 
noteworthy episodes: 
- 21 June 2004—Iran de-
tained 8 British Royal 
Navy sailors in the Shatt 
Al-Arab waterway be-
tween Iran and Iraq on 
their way to Basra. Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard 
Corp Naval (IRGC-N) 
forces and held them cap-
tive for three days, claim-
ing that they crossed into 
Iranian territorial wa-
ters. That claim was later 
disproved and evidence 
was provided showing 
that the British vessel re-
mained in Iraqi waters.
- 23 March 2007—IRGC-
N forces captured and 
interrogated — for nearly 
two weeks — 15 Royal 
Navy personnel from the 
HMS Cornwall which had 
been conducting a search 
operation of a vessel sus-
pected of smuggling dur-
ing their patrol in Iraq’s 
waters. The Royal Navy 
sailors were paraded and 

Continued PAGE 4
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Global Africa
Power Politics on the Continent

T HE R EPORT

The event was held on 18 July 2019.  An arabic version of this report is available at www.egic.info

Africa, often referred to as the 
continent of the future –char-
acterized by a large youthful 
population, untapped mineral 
resources and conflict– is increas-
ingly acting as an intersection 
of European and Gulf interests. 
Currently, the great and an as-
sortment of other world pow-
ers, such as Italy, are increasingly 
focused on Africa in pursuit of 
their national interests. Periodi-
cally, this brings Europeans and 
Arab Gulf states directly into the 
military relations of African coun-
ties such as Libya, Tunisia, Mali, 
Nigeria and the wider Sahel region. 
On 18 July 2019, the Euro-Gulf In-
formation Centre (EGIC) hosted 
Andrea Spinelli Barrile (journalist 
and Head of Communication at 
the Italia Africa Business Week and 
Co-Founder of Slow News) and Na-
talia Piskunova (Senior Lecturer at 
Moscow State University and an 
expert on Russian foreign policy). 
Spinelli Barrile began by discuss-
ing trade and investments as a 
fundamental component to under-
standing Africa’s current economic 
importance. For instance, China-
Africa trade reached $170 billion 
(USD), Russia-Africa trade $17.4 
billion (USD), US-Africa trade hit 
$39 billion (USD) and the intra-
African trade is sitting at some $77 
billion (USD). In Africa, the US 
dollar is still used in Zimbabwe 

and in Liberia and Spinelli Barrile 
deeply examined the US involve-
ment on the continent. In terms 
of influence, the US has specific 
engagement methods with African 
powers, such as Nigeria and Ethio-
pia and, a more comprehensive ap-
proach to the African Union (AU). 
Nevertheless, over the years, Afri-
can leaders became increasingly re-
luctant to accept US aid as it often 
came linked to political conditions. 
This may help explain Africa’s inter-
est in engaging with new partners. 
While the West worries about 
China and Russia –the latter is of-
ten underestimated in terms of its 
involvement in Africa– both the 
European Union (EU) and African 
countries struggle to fully exploit 
the diaspora communities which 
European countries host. Evidence 
of this formed the bulk of the 
speech by Nana Akufo-Addo, the 

President of the Republic of Gha-
na, which he gave in Paris when 
hosted by the French President, 
Emmanuel Macron. Akufo-Addo 
explained how people from the 
Ghanaian diaspora in France are 
the best resource that Ghana has.  
In terms of political influence 
in Africa, France still retains 
an abundance of capital. Other 
countries are now joining the 
race for influence in Africa. Rus-
sia is certainly among them and 
is exploiting its Soviet past to re-

kindle relations with those African 
leaders who studied in the USSR. 
Meanwhile, China is deployed 
throughout Africa; building mo-
torways and railroads in Ethiopia 
and Eritrea and developing indus-
trial-sized farms throughout the 
continent. Interestingly, Africans 
are also self-investing; they signifi-
cantly expanded their financial ties 
to other African counties over the 
past decade. For instance, Moroc-
can investments marks the country 
as the number one African inves-
tor on the continent and the third 
overall global investor in Africa. 
Additionally, there is a growing 
interest in establishing companies 
and private institutions for invest-
ment in Africa; for example, Com-
puter Telephony Integration (CTI) 
has found fertile ground for devel-
opment especially in Congo and 
Rwanda. However, while Africa 



Dynamics - An EGIC Special Project Page 3

might attract several external in-
vestors interested in its resources, 
Spinelli Barrile underlined the dif-
ferent approaches pursued by the 
various investors. He designated 
four distinct approaches towards 
the continent: an EU/US approach, 
a China/India/Russia approach, an 
Italian approach and the African 
approach. While the EU and US 
aim to create an economic, politi-
cal, and military partnership, this 
method is conditional to demo-
cratic transition. The China/India/
Russia approach, relies solely on 
economic and military means of 
engagement with no interest in 
the political sphere. The Italian 
approach is carried out through 
partnerships for cooperation and 
development. Finally, the African 
approach is considered the most ef-
fective method and depends upon 
cooperation, development and a 
partnership based on a future com-
mon market, currency, resources, 
passports and a political agenda. 
Piskunova, shed light on what fol-
lowed the pre-1989 Soviet strat-
egy of supporting decolonization 
across the continent and explained 
what is next for Russia in Africa. 

Piskunova analysed the long his-
tory of engagement between Rus-
sia and the African continent in 
order to contextualize their cur-
rent relationship. Historically, dur-
ing the 1990s, Russia was isolated 
from Africa by its own economic 
conditions and political instability. 
Piskunova remarked that ‘In 1993, 
Africa was not one of the priorities 
of the newly created Russian Fed-
eration, which changed ten years 
later when Africa became one of 
Russia's top foreign policy priori-
ties.’ After 2010, both the Middle 
East and Africa saw a surge in Rus-
sia’s interest which resulted in in-
creased influence from Moscow.  
Although the EGIC conference did 
not primarily focus on the Arab 
Gulf involvement in Africa, it is 
important to note that the Arab 
Gulf countries have heavily invest-
ed projects across the continent. 
Saudi Arabia brokered a landmark 
peace deal in the Horn of Africa on 
17th of September 2018 in which 
both Ethiopia’s Prime Minister, 
Abiy Ahmed, and Eritrean Presi-
dent, Isaias Afwerki, signed a peace 
agreement in Jeddah. The agree-
ment formally concluded the war 

which the two countries fought 
between 1998 and 2000, and paved 
the way to end tensions. Further-
more, the UAE has a long-track 
record of engagement across the 
Red Sea, where it hosts large dias-
poras from Horn countries some of 
which were integral to its founding 
in 1971 –the Arabic-speaking Su-
danese civil servants helped build 
nascent ministries. Moreover, the 
UAE military presence in the Horn 
of Africa aims to ensure freedom of 
maritime navigation and to secure 
Bab al-Mandab, which is the nar-
row passage connecting the Gulf of 
Aden to the Red Sea. It has joined 
the anti-piracy mission in the re-
gion. The Saudi-Eritrean agree-
ment allows Riyadh to use Assab 
port as a support base for opera-
tions in Yemen. As a result, African 
countries are developing into ma-
jor players in international poli-
tics, especially byway of coopera-
tive arrangements. The Euro-Gulf 
Information Centre will continue 
to monitor Euro-Gulf as well as 
Gulf-African relations to best un-
derstand the developments of their 
mutual interests.

By MohaMad al Kawatli 

In the Face oF adversIty
PuttIng the newFound saudI-BahraInI 

coordInatIon councIl In context
On 28 July 2019, Bahrain’s King 
Hamed bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister, 
Dr Ibrahim bin Abdulaziz Al-Assaf, 
unveiled a new form of bilateral co-
operation by establishing the Sau-
di-Bahraini Coordination Council. 
The Council aims to cooperate in a 
more robust level in various fields 
including political, economic, de-
velopment, and security, as well as 
in following-up on the progress of 
joint projects and initiatives.  Ac-
cording to King Hamed, the es-
tablishment of the Coordination 
Council between the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia is a new strategic initiative 
that will reinforce the mechanisms 

of bilateral cooperation at all lev-
els. King Hamed also hailed Saudi 
Arabia’s policy of defending Arab 
and Islamic interests and strength-
ening mechanisms of peace, se-
curity and stability regionwide.  
Manama remains committed to its 
traditional alliances. In this case, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia (among 
other allies, re: the United Arab 
Emirates) are facing an acute, and 
growing, challenge from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and its many prox-
ies such as Hezbollah and Houthi 
rebels. Riyadh shares, with Mana-
ma, the same visions of regional sta-
bility. In 2018, Riyadh pledged sup-
port to Bahrain’s economy as part 
of an assistance package with other 

Gulf states, including Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates. This was 
in response to the deliberate dump-
ing of the Bahraini Dinar as a way 
of damaging its national economy.  
More recently, the growing mari-
time tensions in the Arab Gulf to-
gether with Iran’s repeated deploy-
ment of agents of disruption (re: 
Hezbollah and Saraya Al-Ashtar) 
and its continued attempts to ex-
port sectarianism to the Island, 
securing Bahrain remains atop the 
agenda of its closest allies. This Bah-
rain-Saudi Council is yet another 
step to rolling-back Iran’s nefarious 
activities in and beyond the region.

By ahMad SaS
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Escalation in the Gulf
FROM PAGE 1

Tehran coupled its traditional post-
1979 strategy—involving covert ac-
tivities and infiltration of its proxies 
into other countries—with a series 
of direct attacks and threats against 
US interests and allies in the re-
gion, when Washington’s sanctions 
began taking a toll on Tehran’s 
leaders rather than on Iran’s econ-
omy in general. For instance a ma-
jor turning point in the escalation 
of tensions between Washington 
and the Arab Gulf states on one 
side and Tehran on the other was 
the US Administration’s decision (8 
April 2019) to designate the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) 
as a foreign terrorist organisation. 
Trump declared that listing the 
IRGC as a terrorist organisation was 
in-line with the Administration’s 
policy to significantly expand the 
scope and scale of maximum pres-
sure on the Iranian regime; to force 
the Islamic Republic to enter fresh 
negotiations for a new deal that 
would include the suspension of 
Iran’s ballistic missile programme 
and the IRGC’s interference in the 
internal affairs of other regional 
actors. The IRGC’s designation 
imposed wide-ranging economic 
and travel sanctions on the lead-
ers of the Quds Force—the IRGC 
group responsible for training and 
directing Tehran’s Shiite proxy 
militias in the Arab Middle East. 
The first major Iranian attack in the 
Gulf targeted international Energy 
Transmission Infrastructure (ETI). 
On 12 May 2019, four oil tankers (2 
from Saudi Arabia, 1 from the UAE 
and 1 from Norway) were damaged 
off the Emirati coast. The findings 
of an international investigation 
into the incident—led by Abu Dha-
bi and Oslo—described a sophis-
ticated operation by divers from 
fast boats utilising limpet mines to 
breach the hulls of the ships. This 
was shortly followed by Iran’s an-
nouncement it was ramping-up 
its production of nuclear fuel, fol-
lowing through on the threat to 
begin walking away from the nu-

clear deal. Then, on 14 May 2019, 
attacks on Saudi Arabia’s oil pipe-
lines in Riyadh province by Iran-
backed proxies operating drones 
from neighbouring Iraq took place. 
Since June, tensions have been 
rapidly escalating: Yemen’s Hou-
this repeatedly attacked Abha In-
ternational Airport, in Southern 
Saudi Arabia, with cruise missiles 
on June 12.  On 14 and 17 June the 
Houthis targeted again Saudi Ara-
bia’s Abha International Airport 
using Iran-made Qasef-K2 drones.    
The following day, 13 June, explo-
sions crippled two oil tankers in the 
Gulf of Oman, (1 Japanese, 1 Nor-
wegian) prompting the US military 
to release video footage showing a 
Revolutionary Guards’ patrol boat 
pulling up alongside one of the 
stricken ships, in the aftermath of 
the explosion, and removing an 
unexploded limpet mine. Follow-
ing the attack, international crude 
oil prices rose some 3%, indirectly 
increasing the cost of isolating Iran 
for non-oil exporting countries.  
In response to increased activi-
ties by Iran, on 17 June, the Pen-
tagon ordered the deployment of 
1,000 troops to the Middle East, 
equipped with surveillance assets, 
missile batteries and fighter jets in 
addition to the bombers and to the 
Abraham Lincoln Aircraft Carrier 
Strike Group, already operating in 
the region for deterrence purposes. 
Crucially, on the same day, Tehran 

announced it had been increas-
ing its stockpile of low-enriched 
uranium and it was set to exceed 
what was originally authorised as 
part of the JCPOA in 2015—po-
tentially enabling the Islamic Re-
public to build a nuclear bomb.  
On 19 June, Iran-backed Houthis 
increased the range of their attacks 
inside Saudi Arabia by targeting 
the Al-Shuqaiq integrated water 
and power plant complex with bal-
listic missiles.  This event preceded 
what is, to date, the most significant 
incident in the recent escalation. 
On 20 June, an Iranian surface-to-
air missile(SAM)—fired from the 
Islamic Republic’s Khordad-3 air de-
fence system—downed a US Navy 
RQ-4 Global Hawk, an unmanned 
surveillance drone, flying over the 
Strait of Hormuz. Iran accused the 
United States of spying over its ter-
ritorial waters while the Pentagon 
condemned the strike as an “unpro-
voked” act of hostility and declared 
that the aircraft was patrolling inter-
national airspace. On the same day 
the Houthis struck Saudi Arabia’s 
Jizan airport with Qasef-K2 drones.   
Washington responded on 23 June, 
with a cyber-attack targeting Teh-
ran’s air defence rocket launch 
systems. Reportedly, this response 
came after Trump decided to 
abort a targeted air strike against 
IRGC installations inside Iran. 
The latest incident took place 
on 4 July, involving British Roy-
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al Marines and customs agents 
in Gibraltar which seized an oil 
tanker transporting Iranian oil to 
Syria, at the request of the US and 
in violation of EU sanctions on 
the Assad regime. The mapping 
data of the ship showed it sailed 
a longer route around the south-
ern tip of Africa instead of cross-
ing Egypt's Suez Canal. On 5 July, 
Iran’s IRGC threatened to seize 
a British oil tanker in response.  
Future Scenarios - Officials in both 
Iran and the US seem prepared to 
accept the risks related to a short, 
military escalation. In Washington, 
US National Security Advisor, John 
Bolton and others have repeatedly 
argued that the US should not re-
frain from using military force 
when dealing with the Ayatollah’s 
regime. Likewise, in Tehran, the 
new IRGC leader, Hossein Salami, 
and the most hard-line clerics view 
a short military confrontation with 
the US as a unique opportunity to 
rally popular support behind them 
and discredit internal rivals re-
gardless of the outcome of the war.  
On the other hand, while President 
Trump is reluctant to commit the 
US into a major military confron-
tation before running for a sec-
ond term in office, Iran’s Supreme 
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
is aware that a war might bring 
about chaos and undermine his 
succession plans for Iran’s leader-

ship. For this reason, in the com-
ing days it is likely that both the 
US and Iran, despite continuing to 
engage in a war of words, will not 
seek further direct provocations.  
The situation remains extremely 
tense. Tehran’s proxies continue 
to target US allies in the region 
while Washington’s sanctions are 
hitting Iran’s economy in an un-
precedented way. In the coming 
months the IRGC can be expected 
to carry out further operations tar-
geting US interests directly and the 
international oil trade to raise the 
economic costs of Iran’s isolation. 
The EU, having spent considerable 
political capital on a peaceful rela-
tion with Iran, remains paralyzed 
between the unwillingness to con-
demn the Islamic Republic for its 
escalation and the fear that Teh-
ran’s future activities will target 
its own economic interests. A war 
would certainly hit many economic 
interests at a global level. Moreo-
ver, what are initially planned to 
be short conflicts can easily turn 
into long and complicated wars. 
The EGIC will continue to monitor 
the risk of a major conflict, which 
would almost  certainly involve 
Iran’s proxies such as the Houthis 
while being highly detrimental to 
the people in the entire region.

By antonino occhiuto

mocked on Iranian television.
28 April 2015—IRGC-N seized a 
crew of a Marshall-Island’s flagged 
container ship, Maersk Tigris, 
including one British national, 
in the Strait of Hormuz alleg-
edly because of a legal dispute 
between the Danish company, 
Maersk, which chartered the ship, 
and a private Iranian company.
The latest bout of maritime ten-
sions between the UK and Iran 
commenced on 4 July 2019, when 
the British Royal Marines seized 
an Iranian tanker, Grace 1, near 
Gibraltar. The ship is suspected 
of carrying over 2 million bar-
rels of Iranian crude oil to Syria, 
potentially breaching the Euro-
pean Union sanctions on Syria. 
In response, Iran summoned the 
UK’s Ambassador in Tehran and 
demanded the vessel’s immediate 
release. Iranian officials threatened 
to retaliate by seizing a British 
tanker if Grace 1 was not released. 
The UK government raised the 
warning for 15-30 British flagged 
ships operating daily in the Gulf 
on the highest alert following an 
attempt by three IRGC-N vessels 
to interdict a UK commercial ves-
sel, the British Heritage, on its way 
to the Strait of Hormuz before 
they were ordered to leave the area 
by the Royal Navy’s frigate, HMS 
Montrose, which fixed its guns 
at them. To guarantee the secu-
rity of British ships, the United 
Kingdom decided on Friday, 12 
July to despatched a second war-
ship, HMS Duncan, to the Gulf.
the Royal Navy’s frigate, HMS 
Montrose, which fixed its guns 
at them. To guarantee the secu-
rity of British ships, the United 
Kingdom decided on Friday, 12 
July to despatched a second war-
ship, HMS Duncan, to the Gulf.
the Royal Navy’s frigate, HMS 
Montrose, which fixed its guns 
at them. To guarantee the secu-
rity of British ships, the United 
Kingdom decided on Friday, 12 
July to despatched a second war-
ship, HMS Duncan, to the Gulf.

By niKola ZuKalová

FROM PAGE 1
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the day aFter
Johnson, lamont and the araB gulF

On 24 July 2019, Alexander Boris de 
Pfeffel Johnson (a.k.a. Boris John-
son) became the Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom (UK). This 
was a widely expected result given 
the ruling Conservative Party’s in-
creasingly hard stance on Brexit. 
However, the first foreign policy 
challenge that the new Prime Min-
ister will have to face is not related 
to Brexit or Europe but to the Arab 
Gulf, a region in which the UK re-
tains a traditionally privileged role 
for over 200 years and is regarded as 
a key strategic region for London’s 
future outside the European Union 
(EU). When dealing with the Arab 
Gulf, the UK’s new Prime Minister 
is likely to be forced to choose be-
tween the position of its main in-
ternational ally, the United States 
(US), and the interests of the influ-
ential British Iranian Chamber of 
Commerce (BICC). While the for-
mer is keen to enlist the UK to pres-
sure Iran into changing its foreign 
policy, the latter—founded and led 
by Lord Norman Lamont of Ler-
wick—continues to lobby for deep-
er UK-Iran economic cooperation.   
 Seized Oil Tankers
On 19 July, the Stena Impero, a 
British oil tanker transiting in the 
Strait of Hormuz, was interdicted 
by Iranian forces and is currently 
held at Bandar Abbas port in Iran. 
Tehran did very little to hide that 
the move came as retaliation fol-

lowing the UK’s decision to seize 
the Grace 1, an Iranian oil tanker 
held in Gibraltar by UK authorities, 
for carrying oil to Syria in violation 
of EU sanctions against the regime 
of Bashar Al-Assad. Johnson will 
likely be forced to decide between 
two different courses of action.  
 Atlantic Synergy
Johnson may decide to align the 
UK firmly with the US and to the 
Trump Administration’s strategy 
of exerting maximum pressure 
on Tehran to force the Islamic 
Republic into reducing its aggres-
sive regional stance and into nego-
tiations with regard to its ballistic 
missile programme. This would 
signal a decisive shift from the past. 
Previous UK governments, along 
with Germany and France, advo-
cated a softer approach towards 
Iran and criticised the US deci-
sion to withdraw from the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). In immediate, practi-
cal, terms a stronger UK approach 
vis-à-vis the Ayatollah’s regime in 
Tehran could result in a UK-led 
EU naval mission in the Strait of 
Hormuz to prevent what (former) 
Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, 
called ‘future acts of state piracy.’
The BICC
Alternatively, Johnson could use 
the channel of communication 
opened by UK officials with Iran’s 
Foreign Minister, Mohammad Ja-

vad Zarif, to find a negotiated set-
tlement for the release of both 
tankers. This would certainly be the 
solution preferred by the BICC led 
by former Conservative MP, Lord 
Norman Lamont of Lerwick. La-
mont lobbied for the development 
of a solid business relationship with 
Iran since the creation of the BICC 
in 1988, when Margaret Thatcher 
resided in Number 10. The pow-
er of the BICC grew significantly 
when Lamont became Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in John Major’s 
government, remained unaltered 
during the Tony Blair era and con-
tinues to influence London’s for-
eign policy decision making until 
now. For instance, the BICC was 
able to involve several UK com-
panies such as British Petroleum, 
BVAA and Quercus in important 
projects inside Iran thus encourag-
ing successive UK governments to 
support sanctions relief to Tehran.

***
The BICC has so far influenced to 
some degree all governments in the 
UK from 1988 onwards and, given 
the continued level of engagement 
of British businesses in and with 
Iran, is likely to retain leverage over 
the new cabinet. However, espe-
cially in case of a hard Brexit—trig-
gered automatically in case Lon-
don and Brussels do not find an 
agreement on the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU—there may be need 
to further develop the special rela-
tionship to the US. A firm response 
to counter the threat posed by Iran 
to the freedom of navigation in 
the Gulf and to the international 
oil trade would certainly enhance 
US-UK synergy in global affairs. 
This would certainly find consen-
sus among the UK’s traditional 
Arab allies in the Gulf—which feel 
increasingly threatened by Iran 
while maintaining an interest in 
stronger commercial, political, de-
fence and security ties to London.

By antonino occhiuto
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Gas Leak 
The Story of Turkey’s Theft of Cyprus’ Gas

FROM PAGE 1

waters (including the EEZ), de-
spite Turkey’s 45-year occupation 
of the north (where it declared the 
still unrecognised Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC]). 
Ankara’s drilling in Cyprus’ EEZ 
violates international law. Despite 
the chorus of condemnation from 
the international community, An-
kara seems determined to further 
increase tensions and further al-
ienate its traditional allies in the 
EU and NATO through its theft of 
Cyprus’ resources.
Searching for Natural Resources 
Offshore Cyprus
The Eastern Mediterranean is 
believed to be rich in natural re-
sources. Since its first gas discovery 
in 2011, Cyprus has been working 
to develop its offshore deposits 
to ensure economic profitability 
of the proposed liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) onshore plant, which 
would turn it into a regional hy-
drocarbons hub. New gas reserves 
may also provide a diversification 
opportunity for the EU as it could 
supply southern Europe through 
the EastMed Pipeline; deliver-
ing gas from Cyprus and Israel to 
Greece and Italy. Since the 2011 
Aphrodite Gas Field discovery by 
US Noble Energy, Cyprus has at-
tracted the attention of major 
energy giants and it has awarded 
offshore exploration rights to com-
panies such as Italy’s Eni, France’s 
Total and US ExxonMobil. Anoth-
er significant discovery, estimated 
at 5-8 trillion cubic feet, was made 

in early 2019 by a Consortium of 
ExxonMobil and Qatar Petroleum. 
However, the search for gas around 
the island has repeatedly met with 
protests from Turkey, which claims 
part of Cyprus’ EEZ due to its ille-
gal occupation.
Turkey’s Claims and Escalation
Turkey is the only state not rec-
ognising the Republic of Cyprus 
and it has repeatedly warned en-
ergy companies working with 
Nicosia to stop drilling around 
the island. In early 2018, Turkish 
warships blocked Eni’s drillship 
from entering Cyprus’ EEZ. An-
kara claims that it needs to ‘pro-
tect’ Turkish Cypriots’ rights and 
justifies it by the 2011 exploration 
license granted to the state-owned 
Turkish Petroleum Corporation 
(TPAO) by the self-proclaimed 
Turkish Cypriot government, 
which is recognised only by Tur-
key and has no legal authority over 

the island or its  natural resources. 
Following reports about ExxonMo-
bil’s successful exploration in Janu-
ary/February 2019, Turkey sought 
to actively secure a share of Cy-
prus’ potential energy wealth and 
deployed a seismic research ves-
sel, Barbaros, to Cyprus’ EEZ. On 
28 March, the TRNC ‘government’ 
sent a letter through Turkey’s Per-
manent Representative to the UN 
Secretary General, Antonio Gu-
terres, claiming a ‘right’ to have a 
share in the hydrocarbon resources 
in Cyprus’ EEZ, arguing it would 
lead to a cooperation mechanism 
and interdependence between the 
two divided parts of the island, 
using the sensitive Cyprus issue 
for economic gains. However, for 
Nicosia, this would mean ceding 
sovereignty over its offshore natu-
ral resources and legitimising the 
Turkish occupation. It agrees that 
the natural resources should be 
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shared by the entire island but 
only after the resolution of the Cy-
prus issue.The situation escalated 
with the start of Fatih’s drilling op-
erations in Cyprus’ western EEZ in 
early May and strong rhetoric from 
the Turkish authorities that earned 
them international condemnation. 
Speaking at NATO’s North Atlan-
tic Council Mediterranean Dia-
logue in Ankara in May, Turkey’s 
President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
said that he expected NATO’s sup-
port for Turkey in the dispute, 
adding that ‘[t]he legitimate rights 
of Turkey and the Northern Cyp-
riot Turks over energy resources in 
the eastern Mediterranean are not 
open for argument.’ While Turkey’s 
Foreign Minister, Mevlut Cavuso-
glu, affirmed on 9 May that Turkey 
‘will continue to take all kinds of 
necessary steps without hesitation’ 
to get its way. Indeed, Ankara has 
tried to enforce its own interpreta-
tion of international law and de-
cided to continue the escalation by 
sending the second Turkish drilling 
ship reaching Cyprus on 8 July.
The Timing of Turkey’s Actions
Turkey has threatened — over ex-
ploration around Cyprus — in 
the past but moved into offensive-

mode only recently. Ankara’s in-
creased assertiveness in the East-
ern Mediterranean stems from its  
fragile domestic political and eco-
nomic situation. Turkey decided to 
reduce its dependence on energy 
imports to limit the negative im-
pacts of the 2018 currency crisis 
on prices and new reserves in the 
Eastern Mediterranean would add 
an extra boost to its domestic ini-
tiatives. Moreover, the episode also 
provided an opportunity to divert 
attention away from the country’s 
domestic political issues and to flex 
muscles. The results of the March 
2019 local elections confirmed the 
decreasing support for the ruling 
Justice and Development Party 
(AKP) in major cities. Nevertheless, 
the AKP maintained majority due 
to an alliance with the conserva-
tive Nationalist Movement Party 
(MHP), which also contributed to 
the hardening of Turkey’s stances 
towards the West. Bullying Cyprus 
is a common manifestation of a 
hardened position in Ankara.
International Responses and the 
Changing Alliances in the Region
The episode provoked interna-
tional outcry in support of Nicosia. 
EU officials denounced Ankara’s 

actions as ‘illegal’ and urged it to 
stop or face appropriate measures 
from EU28, suggesting the possibil-
ity of targeted sanctions. Options 
were discussed by the European 
Commission and the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) 
on 10 July. The same day, Council 
President, Donald Tusk, Tweeted 
that the body agreed and the EU 
will respond in full solidarity of 
its member state. However, the 
measures remain to be specified. 
Meanwhile, Turkey rejected the 
assertion that the drilling was ille-
gal and countered that the EU was 
biased. It vowed to continue its ac-
tivities in Cyprus’ EEZ. The arrival 
of the second Turkish drillship re-
inforced the wave of solidarity with 
Nicosia—officials from Athens, 
Cairo, Paris, Moscow to Washing-
ton urged Turkey to cease drilling 
in Cyprus’ EEZ. Washington, seeing 
that Turkey has become an unre-
liable partner that will soon face 
US sanctions over the purchase of 
Russian S-400 missile defence sys-
tems, began enhancing ties with 
others states in the region. A bipar-
tisan bill — set to lift a 32-year-old 
arms embargo on Cyprus, while 
authorising military assistance to 
Cyprus and Greece and support-
ing their Eastern Mediterranean 
partnership with Israel — is wait-
ing for US Congressional approval. 
EGIC will continue to follow the 
developments in the Eastern Medi-
terranean as Turkey has shown no 
intention of easing tensions in and 
around Cyprus. What happens in 
Turkey will have resounding affects 
across the Middle East and Europe 
and understanding the origins of 
crises is vital for their deescalation.

By niKola ZuKalová

FROM PAGE 1
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Monday, 5 August—The United 
Kingdom announced that the 
Royal Navy and the United States’ 
Navy will form a maritime mis-
sion to jointly patrol to enhance 
the security of commercial vessels 
in the Strait of Hormuz follow-
ing the seizure of tankers by Iran 
in the strategic shipping lane over 
the past month. The UK’s decision 
stemmed from talks with the US 
and European partners during the 
Gulf Maritime Security Conference 
in Bahrain on 31 July, which was 
held to deal with the regional situ-
ation and the repeated attacks by 
Iran and the terrorist groups linked 
to it.

A Month in the Gulf

Monday, 26 August—Poland’s For-
eign Minister, Jacek Czaputowicz, 
held talks with Kuwait’s Crown 
Prince, Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, in the presence of the 
Speaker of Kuwait’s National As-
sembly, Marzouq Al-Ghanim, and 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Sabah Al-
Khalid Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The 
officials discussed boosting coop-
eration in various fields, notably 
trade, investments, military and 
tourism. The focus was also on 
some key issues, notably security in 
the Middle East, particularly Syria 
and Yemen, and on further efforts 
within the Warsaw Process frame-
work.

Bahrain Kuwait Oman

Monday, 26 August—Oman’s Min-
ister Responsible for Foreign Af-
fairs, Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdul-
lah, received Russian Presidential 
Envoy for the Middle East and 
North Africa and Deputy Foreign 
Minister, Mikhail Bogdanov. They 
exchanged views on issues of com-
mon concern and on the impor-
tance of enhancing cooperation 
on security and stability. Later, the 
Russian envoy and Oman’s offi-
cials held bilateral political con-
sultations to discuss cooperation 
in economic and cultural fields. 
Bogdanov also met separately 
with leaders of the National Salva-
tion Council, the Houthi-self pro-
claimed ‘government’ in Yemen.

Qatar

Monday, 5 August—The Qatar-state 
owned Al Rayan Bank, based in 
the United Kingdom, provided fi-
nancial services to several Islamist-
linked British entities, whose ac-
counts were closed due to security 
concerns; an investigative report 
by The Times revealed. The bank’s 
customers involved, for example, a 
charity designated by the United 
States as a terrorist entity. The bank 
is reportedly 70% owned by the 
Masraf Al-Rayan, Qatar’s second 
largest bank, which is partially con-
trolled by the state, and some 30% 
by Qatar’s sovereign wealth fund’s 
investment arm.

Saudi araBia

Tuesday, 20 August—Saudi Arabia 
began to implement the changes 
to end the travel restrictions for 
women over 21, who can now ob-
tain passports and travel abroad 
without the permission of a male 
guardian. Saudi Arabia’s General 
Directorate of Passports said that 
all Saudi citizens studying abroad 
no longer need guardian’s permis-
sion for traveling, even if they are 
under than 21. Women can also 
newly register marriage, divorce or 
child birth, obtain official family 
documentation and be recognised 
as guardians of their minor chil-
dren. The changes came in line with 
the Saudi Vision 2030, which aims 
to diversify the country’s economy 
away from oil and envisages ambi-
tious social changes. 

uaE

Thursday, 29 August—The UAE 
carried out precision air strikes in 
Yemen’s Aden against terrorist mi-
litias to prevent attacks against the 
Coalition forces as terror cells have 
increased their activity over the 
past few weeks, taking advantage of 
the chaos in South Yemen, where 
the UAE-backed secessionist South-
ern Transitional Council (STC) has 
fought the Yemeni government 
forces. The airstrikes came in retali-
ation for an earlier attack on the 
Coalition forces at the Aden Air-
port by terrorist-affiliated armed 
groups. Meanwhile, Yemen’s Presi-
dent accused the UAE of targeting 
government forces.

The full Arab Gulf Bulletins are available at www.egic.info/gulf-monitor

The latest events through our insights, analyses and  
explanations of the unfolding dynamics in 
the Arab Gulf states.

EGIC.INFO/GULF-MONITOR

GULF MONITOR
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allIance reaFFIrmed: 
a BrIeFIng on the BahraIn-us relatIonshIP

On the margins of the Ministe-
rial to Advance Religious Freedom 
meeting (18 July 2019) the United 
States’ Secretary of State, Mike 
Pompeo, received Bahrain’s Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Khalid 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, to discuss a 
broad range bilateral relations and 
regional issues, including ways to 
develop and protect religious free-
dom, tolerance and respect. Secre-
tary Pompeo recognised Bahrain’s 
commitment to promoting peace 
and prosperity in the Middle East 
and reiterated a thank-you to Ma-
nama for hosting the Peace to Pros-
perity workshop—which aimed 
to build confidence between the 
main protagonists in the Palestine-
Israel conflict. Discussions between 
Pompeo and Shaikh Khalid also 
focused on the bubbling tensions 
and heightened security risks gen-
erated by the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and the activities of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC)—in the region and be-
yond. This meeting is one in a long-
string of cooperative measures be-
tween Washington and Manama. 
 Bahrain has, historically, played a 
key role in regional security; the 
US considers it as a core ally. This 
alliance was formalised in October 
1991 with the signing of the De-
fence Cooperation Agreement that 
granted the US forces access to Bah-
rain’s military facilities and ensured 
the right to pre-position military 
materials for future crises. In 1993, 

the US based the headquarters of 
its Fifth Fleet in Al Juffair, Bahrain.  
Manama was also the first Arab 
state to lead a coalition task force 
patrolling Arab Gulf waters and has 
lent its support to major counter-
piracy operations. Furthermore, as 
a result of its contributions to the 
International Security Assistance 
Force in Afghanistan, Bahrain was 
officially classified (in 2002) by the 
US as a Major Non-NATO Ally. Fi-
nally, Bahrain is an active member 
in the coalition organized to com-
bat terrorism, it participated in the 
Global Coalition against ISIS, and 
it has proven to be instrumental 
in helping the US, and its NATO 
allies, interdict terror finance. 
With tensions in the Arab Gulf es-
calating the US-Bahrain partner-
ship is crucial to securing the Sea 

Lines of Communication and in-
suring the uninterrupted freedom 
of navigation. Secretary Pompeo’s 
meeting with Sheikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa corresponds 
with Bahrain’s intentions to host 
a global maritime security confer-
ence, as a follow up to the Inter-
national Conference in Support 
of Security and Peace in the Mid-
dle East held in Warsaw in Febru-
ary 2019. The Bahrain-US rela-
tionship is dynamic and mutually 
supportive since both Washington 
and Manama share the same fun-
damental beliefs in preserving 
stability in the Arab Gulf and re-
straining those entrepreneurial 
powers, like Iran, from plunging 
the region into perpetual chaos. 

By ahMad SaS
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Counterterrorism in Saudi Arabia  
New Approaches to Radical Threats

T HE MON T HLY R EV IEW

This book is available to read and consult at our Headquarters in Rome, Italy. More information at www.egic.info 

With the resurgence of jihadi ter-
rorism in its 2.0 form, Rachel M. 
Rudolph´s work on Counterter-
rorism in Saudi Arabia provides 
readers with fresh insights into rel-
evant counterterrorism strategies. 
The goal of this book is to raise 
awareness about Saudi Arabia´s 
experiences with terrorism, and fo-
cuses on clashes with the Al-Qaeda 
network and, specifically, with Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP). As a result, Saudi Arabia 
has developed a counterterrorism 
and antiterrorism strategy based 
around 3 main pillars: Intelligence, 
Security and Public Diplomacy; 
Countering Terrorist Financing; 
Providing Psychological Security. 
The first pillar is built on the role 
of intelligence, security and public 
diplomacy and Rudolph traces it 
from the end of the 1990´s until 
the first half of the 2010´s. During 
this phase, Saudi Arabia adopted its 
strategy in intelligence gathering 
and analysis. Based on intelligence, 
security forces adopted a more pro-
active strategy, such as pre-emptive 
raids and tracking of potential ter-
rorists. This chapter describes the 
legal reforms and the introduc-
tion of a special criminal court, 
tasked with judging terrorist cases. 
Through the use of public diploma-
cy, Saudi society, according to Ru-
dolph, endorsed those changes and 
accepted the government´s call for 
peace and stability.The second pil-
lar is related to countering terror-
ist financing. Rudolph highlights 
the debate between analysts and 
academics about the importance 
of this element in any counterter-
rorist strategy. Nonetheless, the 
strategy revolves around targeting 
money laundering and increasing 
cooperation with financial institu-
tions such as banks and the imple-
mentation of legislative reforms 
which would make the funding 

more difficult or, ideally, impos-
sible. The emphasis of the second 
pillar is on the long-term impacts, 
rather than short-term objectives. 
The final pillar is presented as psy-
chological security. Its purpose is to 
combat the ideological and intel-
lectual support for terrorism. It in-
cludes elements such as promoting 
a moderate interpretation of Islam 
through state-trained Imams, educa-
tion, media campaigns and at some 
point religious debates between 
clerics, state officials and Muslim 
youth groups. Saudi Arabia also 
runs a deradicalisation and reha-
bilitation programme for convicts 
charged with jihadi-related crimes. 
The main institutional framework 
of the Saudi counterterrorism 
and antiterrorism model is in the 
hands of the Ministry of Interior, 
which is primarily responsible for 
the implementation of the strategy. 
At its conclusion, the book evalu-
ates the success and limits of the 
strategy and it proposes continu-
ing and deepening of counterter-
rorist cooperation as new groups, 
like the Islamic State, emerge. 
Rudolph does not only focus on 
the three pillars, but also provides 

a historical background, which led 
to the development of this strat-
egy. Rudolph describes the evolu-
tion of Al-Qaeda from its founda-
tion – in the late 1980´s as one of 
the products of the Soviet-Afghan 
war – throughout their opera-
tions in 1990´s, the attacks of 9/11 
and the subsequent attacks in Eu-
rope. This background on Al-Qae-
da is followed by a description of 
violence in Saudi Arabia in the 
1990´s, 2000-2002 and 2003-2006 
waves committed by AQAP and 
other jihadi groups like the Tigers 
of the Gulf and Brigade of Faith. 
Rudolph also highlights the im-
portance of the power of percep-
tion. Particularly the perception of 
Saudi Arabia in eyes of the United 
States before and after 9/11 since 
after the attacks on the Wold Trade 
Centre, the US public accusing the 
Kingdom of sponsoring terror-
ism. That misperception, of Saudi 
Arabia as a terrorism-sponsoring 
state undermines its counterter-
rorism efforts and can make in-
ternational cooperation difficult. 
There are a few shortcomings to 
this work however, such as engag-
ing in the dilemma of the limits 
of the strategy and the potential 
costs to civil society. This problem 
is shared by all those confronting 
violent terror groups and answers 
related to shortening balance are 
complex. Nonetheless, this book 
does provide a comprehensive in-
sight into Saudi Arabia´s counter-
terrorist strategy. This book comes 
highly recommended.

By ondrej nováK

Rachel M. Rudolph is an assistant 
professor of Social Science for Bryant 
University-BIT Zhuhai Programs at the 
Beijing Institute of Technology Zhuhai 
in Guangdong, China and a member of 
the EGIC Steering Committee.
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